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paul ricoeur s work is of seminal importance to the development of hermeneutics phenomenology
and ideology critique in the human sciences this major volume assembles leading scholars to
address and explain the significance of this extraordinary body of work opening with three key
essays from ricoeur himself the book offers a fascinating tour of his work ranging across topics such
as the hermeneutics of action narrative force the other and deconstruction while discussing his
work in the context of such contemporary figures as including heidegger l ac evinas arendt and
gadamer paul ricoeur is also published as volume 21 issue 5 6 of philosophy and social criticism

religion was a constant theme throughout paul ricoeur s long career and yet he never wrote a full
length treatment of the topic in this important new book brian gregor draws on the full scope of
ricoeur s writings to lay out the essential features of his philosophical interpretation of religion
from his earliest to his last work ricoeur s central claim is that religion aims at the regeneration of
human capability in his words the rebirth of the capable self this book provides a rich thematic
account of ricoeur s hermeneutics of religion showing how the theme of capability informs his
changing interpretations of religion from his early work on french reflexive philosophy and the
philosophy of the will to his late work on forgiveness mourning and living up to death gregor
exhibits ricoeur s original contribution to philosophical reflection on such themes as evil suffering
and violence as well as imagination embodiment and spiritual exercise he also presents a critical
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reconsideration of ricoeur s separation of philosophy from theology and his philosophical
interpretation of christian theological ideas of revelation divine transcendence and personhood
atonement and eschatology additionally gregor provides an expansive look at ricoeur s
interlocutors including marcel jaspers kant hegel levinas and girard theologically inclined readers
will be particularly interested in the book s treatment of karl barth and the protestant theology of
the word which was a vital influence on ricoeur the result is a study of ricoeur that is both
sympathetic and critical provocative and original inviting the reader into a deeper engagement
with ricoeur s philosophical interpretation of religion

paul ricoeur s contribution to the theory of interpretation or hermeneutics is considerable he ranks
among the masters of this discipline alongside schleiermacher dilthey heidegger and gadamer in
addition to major works like the conflict of interpretations he wrote many articles and shorter
texts which deserve to be discovered and rediscovered these allow us to gain a deeper
understanding of the development of his work over time and to appreciate the full range of his
contribution some of the texts examine the nature of metaphor while others guide the reader
through the many challenges of the hermeneutic problem from the symbol to the text then to the
text as action taking full account of the ethical implications here one encounters ricoeur s
reflections on the future of hermeneutics and his abiding concern to explore the relations between
hermeneutics and analytical philosophy ricoeur s contribution to biblical hermeneutics has also
been decisive two masterful studies in this volume attest to ricoeur s attempt to explore the
relations between revelation and truth on the one hand and between myths of salvation and
reason on the other this book the second volume of ricoeur s writings and lectures brings together
texts which appeared between 1972 and 2006 it is published under the auspices of le fonds ricoeur

the routledge critical thinkers series puts key thinkers and their ideas firmly back in their
contexts each volume reflects the need to go back to the thinker s own writings and ideas to fully
appreciate those ideas

paul ricoeur was one of the most prolific thinkers of the twentieth century there have been many
books written on ricoeur s philosophy but very little is available on his theological trajectory and
its connection to biblical interpretation gregory laughery s living hermeneutics aims to fill that
lacuna he brings to life the diverse ways in which ricoeur s work can contribute to and open up
viable possibilities for critiquing both modernist and postmodernist orientations while offering
new theological and hermeneutical directions for understanding the text the reader and the world
this book is aimed at a broad student audience as well as the interested general reader who would
like to know more about ricoeur

paul ricoeur 1913 2005 was one of the most prolific and influential french philosophers of the
twentieth century in his enormous corpus of work he engaged with literature history
historiography politics theology and ethics while debating truth and ethical solutions to life in the
face of widespread and growing suspicion about whether such a search is either possible or
worthwhile in ricoeur and the hermeneutics of suspicion alison scott baumann takes a thematic
approach that explores ricoeur s lifelong struggle to be both iconoclastic and yet hopeful and avoid
the slippery slope to relativism through an examination of the hermeneutics of suspicion the book
reveals strong continuities throughout his work as well as significant discontinuities such as the
marked way in which he later distanced himself from the hermeneutics of suspicion and his
development of new devices in its place while seeking a hermeneutics of recovery scott baumann
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offers a highly original analysis of the hermeneutics of suspicion that will be useful to the fields of
philosophy literature theology and postmodern social theory

hermeneutics and phenomenology in paul ricoeur between text and phenomenon calls attention
to the dynamic interaction that takes place between hermeneutics and phenomenology in ricoeur
s thought it could be said that ricoeur s thought is placed under a twofold demand between the
rigor of the text and the requirements of the phenomenon the rigor of the text calls for fidelity to
what the text actually says while the requirement of the phenomenon is established by the
husserlian call to return to the things themselves these two demands are interwoven insofar as
there is a hermeneutic component of the phenomenological attempt to go beyond the surface of
things to their deeper meaning just as there is a phenomenological component of the hermeneutic
attempt to establish a critical distance toward the world to which we belong for this reason ricoeur
s thought involves a back and forth movement between the text and the phenomenon although
this double movement was a theme of many of ricoeur s essays in the middle of his career the
essays in this book suggest that hermeneutic phenomenology remains implicit throughout his
work the chapters aim to highlight in much greater detail how this back and forth movement
between phenomenology and hermeneutics takes place with respect to many important
philosophical themes including the experience of the body history language memory personal
identity and intersubjectivity

a fruitful and insightful study of how language affects how we understand the world this book is
also an indispensable work for all those seeking to retrieve some kind of meaning in uncertain
times

this book offers a unique account of the role imagination plays in advancing the course of freedom
s actualization it draws on paul ricoeur s philosophical anthropology of the capable human being as
the staging ground for an extended inquiry into the challenges of making freedom a reality
within the history of humankind this book locates the abilities we exercise as capable human
beings at the heart of a sustained analysis and reflection on the place of the idea of justice in a
hermeneutics for which every expectation regarding rights liberties and opportunities must be a
hope for humanity as a whole the vision of a reconciled humanity that for ricoeur figures in a
philosophy of the will provides an initial touchstone for a hermeneutics of liberation rooted in a
philosophical anthropology for which the pathétique of human misery is its non or pre
philosophical source by setting the idea of the humanity in each of us against the backdrop of the
necessity of preserving the tension between the space of our experiences and the horizons of our
expectations the book identifies the ethical and political dimensions of the idea of justice s
federating force with the imperative of respect paul ricoeur s philosophical anthropology as
hermeneutics of liberation will be of interest to scholars and advanced students working in
hermeneutics phenomenology ethics political theory and aesthetics

this collection brings together twenty two essays by paul ricoeur under the topics of structuralism
psychoanalysis hermeneutics and religion in dramatic conciseness the essays illuminate the work
of one of the leading philosophers of the day those interested in ricoeur s development of the
philosophy of language will find rich and suggestive reading but the diversity of essays also speaks
beyond the confines of philosophy to linguists theologians psychologists and psychoanalysts

this book examines the later work of paul ricoeur particularly his major work time and narrative
the essays including three pieces by ricoeur himself consider this important study extending and
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developing the debate it has inspired time and narrative is the finest example of contemporary
philosophical hermeneutics and is one of the most significant works of philosophy published in the
late twentieth century paul ricoeur s study of the intertwining of time and narrative proposes and
examines the possibility that narrative could remedy a fatal deficiency in any purely
phenomenological approach he analysed both literary and historical writing from proust to braudel
as well as key figures in the history of philosophy aristotle augustine kant hegel husserl and
heidegger his own recognition of his limited success in expunging aporia opens onto the positive
discovery of the importance of narrative identity on which ricoeur writes here other contributors
take up a range of different topics tracing ricoeur s own philosophical trajectory reflexively
applying the narrative approach to philosophy or to his own text reconstructing his dialectic of
sedimentati and tradition an essential companion to time and narrative this collection also provides
an excellent introduction to ricoeur s later work and to contemporary works in philosophical
hermeneutics

the four essays that make up this volume are based upon and expand the lectures ricoeur
delivered at texas christian university 27 30 november 1973 as their centennial lectures they may
be read as separate essays but they may also be read as step by step approximations of a solution to a
single problem that of understanding language at the level of such productions as poems narratives
and essays whether literary or philosophical in other words the central problem at stake in these
four essays is that of works in particular that of language as a work

in this little volume anthony thiselton makes an impassioned appeal for closer attention to the
philosophy of hermeneutics emilio betti provocatively observes that hermeneutics ought to
constitute an obligatory course for most degrees in the humanities hermeneutics he insists teaches
patience tolerance respect for other views understanding and humility while holding one s own
views with firmness and generosity yet many teaching institutions do not yet recognize this with
this in mind thiselton first considers and responds to those who argue that hermeneutics is not
necessary then he considers anew more sophisticated thinkers on the subject types of texts and
hermeneutical models he argues are almost infinite a fact many biblical scholars do not recognize
in the field of biblical hermeneutics too many view the bible as one thing or as a monochrome
landscape it is not the culmination of thiselton s case consists in a sustained reflection on the
impressive work of paul ricoeur selecting thirteen points of genuine advance his work makes
with a glossary of fifty technical terms this is a volume that will prove helpful to student and
scholar alike

this book will be useful to those coming to the field of hermeneutics for the first time as well as
those already familiar with ricoeur s work paul ricoeur 1913 2005 was professor of philosophy at
the university of chicago and the university of paris x nanterre and a leading figure in twentieth
century french philosophy from text to action provides an invaluable companion to ricoeur s
classic text the conflict of interpretations here he further develops his general theory of
interpretation in relation to his own philosophical background and influences hegel husserl
gadamer a

this book offers a unique account of the role imagination plays in advancing the course of freedom
s actualization it draws on paul ricoeur s philosophical anthropology of the capable human being as
the staging ground for an extended inquiry into the challenges of making freedom a reality
within the history of humankind this book locates the abilities we exercise as capable human
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beings at the heart of a sustained analysis and reflection on the place of the idea of justice in a
hermeneutics for which every expectation regarding rights liberties and opportunities must be a
hope for humanity as a whole the vision of a reconciled humanity that for ricoeur figures in a
philosophy of the will provides an initial touchstone for a hermeneutics of liberation rooted in a
philosophical anthropology for which the pathétique of human misery is its non or pre
philosophical source by setting the idea of the humanity in each of us against the backdrop of the
necessity of preserving the tension between the space of our experiences and the horizons of our
expectations the book identifies the ethical and political dimensions of the idea of justice s
federating force with the imperative of respect paul ricoeur s philosophical anthropology as
hermeneutics of liberation will be of interest to scholars and advanced students working in
hermeneutics phenomenology ethics political theory and aesthetics

ricoeur hermeneutics and globalization explores the philosophical resources provided by paul
ricoeur s hermeneutics in dealing with the challenges of a world framed by globalization bengt
kristensson uggla s reflections start from an understanding of globalization as an age of
hermeneutics linking the seldom related problematic of globalization with hermeneutics through
ricoeur s concept of interpretation the book proceeds to embrace lifelong learning as the emerging
new life script of the globalized knowledge economy the post national memory wars generated
by the celebration of national anniversaries and the need for orientation in a post modern world
order the author argues that ricoeur s hermeneutics provide intellectual resources of
extraordinary importance in coping with some of the most important challenges in the
contemporary world

this book provides a perceptive analysis of the narrative turn that led paul ricoeur to his
magisterial work time and narrative ricoeur has for many years explored the intersections of
diverse strands of european philosophy but it is his recent work that has attracted the most
discussion and engendered the most debate in europe and america the narrative path explores the
roots and meaning of that work two of the book s five essays reach back to ricoeur s earlier work
to clarify his themes richard kearney concentrates on the role of imagination in hermeneuties and
maria villela petit explores the development of ricoeur s concept of history from history and truth
to time and narrative two essays analyze the significance of ricoeur s reflections on metaphoric and
narrative language serge mellinger looks at the relationship between time and poetry from the
point of view of ricoeur s discussions of the connection between time and narrative and t peter
kemp extends ricoeur s analysis to argue that narration is indispensable to ethics the book
concludes with a reflection by ricoeur himself on the linguistic practical and ethical dimensions of
human beings and with a bibliography of ricoeur s work in english t peter kemp teaches in the
department of philosophy at the university of copenhagen the narrative path is based on a special
issue of the journal philosophy and social criticism edited by david rasmussen who is professor of
philosophy at boston college
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